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A CLOSER LOOK AT CHARITABLE NONPROFITS
501(c)(3) Organizations Filing IRS Form 990 & 990-EZ

3rd 
in 

Employment

146,715

THE BIG PICTURE
All Tax-Exempt KY Nonprofits

Sources: IRS Exempt Organization Business Master File (November 2021); Kentucky Center for Statistics, Labor Market Information Branch, 2020 Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages.
Expenditures data: IRS Business Master Files (BMF) 2017-2020; IRS e-File and Revenue Transaction Files FY ending circa 2018 and 2019, via DataLake Nonprofit Research

$8.5 billion151,308
jobs at nonprofits in annual wages

$26 billion
in expenditures

benefiting KY's economy

REVENUE SOURCES

KENTUCKY NONPROFITS: 
MORE THAN CHARITY

1 in 10 private sector KY jobs
are at nonprofits

3,895 registered 501(c)(3) KY
nonprofits with paid employees

235,564

200,805

151,308

126,051

LARGEST KY PRIVATE SECTOR EMPLOYERS BY INDUSTRYA Major Employer

20,918 registered nonprofits
20% increase since 2012Source: IRS Business Master File, November 2021

ALL TAX-EXEMPT NONPROFITS BY 
PRIMARY PURPOSE

Source: National Center for Charitable Statistics (NCCS) 
analysis of IRS Business Master File, April 2020

*excludes nonprofit jobs

ALL TAX-EXEMPT NONPROFITS 
BY LOCAL WORKFORCE AREA 
Source: IRS Business Master File, November 2021

SMALL BUT MIGHTY

74% of nonprofits have annual
budgets of less than $500,000

82%
of nonprofits have annual

budgets of less than $1 million

Sources: IRS Business Master Files (BMF) 2018-2020; IRS e-File and Revenue Transaction Files FY ending circa 2019, via DataLake Nonprofit Research

83% ($22.89 billion)
Program Revenue

(including contracts with
government)

7% ($1.86 billion)
Contributed Revenue

5% ($1.45 billion)
Government Grants

5% ($1.51 billion)
Other Revenue
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CHARITABLE NONPROFIT JOBS BY LOCAL WORKFORCE AREA 
Sources: IRS Exempt Organization Business Master File (November 2021); Kentucky Center for
Statistics, Labor Market Information Branch, 2020 Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages

Kentucky Nonprofit Network, over 820 members strong,
strengthens and advances Kentucky's nonprofit sector.

Data Partner Special Thanks to our Sponsors

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT KYNONPROFITS.ORG/ADVOCATE/MORETHANCHARITY

CHARITABLE NONPROFITS IN KENTUCKY'S LOCAL WORKFORCE AREAS
KY 501(c)(3) Organizations Filing IRS Form 990 & 990-EZ

Sources: IRS Exempt Organization Business Master File
(November 2021); Kentucky Center for Statistics, Labor
Market Information Branch, 2020 Quarterly Census of

Employment and Wages

Source: IRS Business Master File, November 2021
Source: IRS Business Master Files
(BMF) 2018-2020; IRS e-File and

Revenue Transaction Files FY
ending circa 2019, via DataLake

Nonprofit Research

http://kynonprofits.org/ADVOCATE/MORETHANCHARITY

